
What is It?? 
Comets, Asteroids and Meteoroids 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=compare+meteoroids+asteroids+and+comets&view=detailv2&&id=6E3D6CD24646AB396E5F1F2F607B3BD7AD644AE2&selectedIndex=182&ccid=IYmAfC%2fy&simid=608003860677461519&thid=OIP.M2189807c2ff25a316f1d0ceb91974951o0


Asteroid 

Location: 
•Orbit between 

Jupiter and Mars 

•Big weird 

shaped rocks, 

smaller than 

planets 

Asteroid Ida 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Meteoroid&view=detailv2&&id=8E2D754FBF59B246F18D3D79AB50FE4B41857C55&selectedIndex=140&ccid=pZiJRry%2f&simid=608000463356101474&thid=OIP.Ma5988946bcbf66542c0af4742e50e25eo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=asteroids&view=detailv2&&id=30A15D656AAC3E724A1022B58CF6366BA4B94B59&selectedIndex=20&ccid=dwNmfqIn&simid=608023596045436879&thid=OIP.M7703667ea2271a6b6298942465856cb2o0


Location:  asteroid belt 

between Mars and 

Jupiter  

 

Brown= asteroid orbits 



Comet 
•chunks of ice 

 (water, carbon dioxide),  

 dust, hydrocarbons 

Haley’s Comet 

Lulin Comet 
2015 Comet Lovejoy 

McNaught Comet 

*Largest in world 
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http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Comets&view=detailv2&&id=F8E22323679DFBA9E367811C25448E23DF35B5BE&selectedIndex=59&ccid=jDX6oIMS&simid=608002168460346957&thid=OIP.M8c35faa08312e632cb4edfe9756891ceo0
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Comets 
Highly 

eccentric 

orbits 



Long elliptical 

orbits of 

Halley’s comet 

and comet 

Ikeya-Zhang 



Comets 





Comets 

Solar wind 

from the sun 

forms the tail,  

thus the tail 

is always facing 

away from the  

Sun. 







Meteoroid: 

• chunk of a comet or an asteroid 

• most = size of sand grain 

• size does vary 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Meteoroid&view=detailv2&&id=653342029D98780FA98AC0D7783B8D11958894DD&selectedIndex=51&ccid=aMG%2bFkCr&simid=608037992775549921&thid=OIP.M68c1be1640aba5a0904f1c5767b62258H0


Meteor 

• chunk of a comet or an asteroid, going 

through Earth’s atmosphere 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arizona Meteor Crater 

Russian Meteor 2013 

Yucatan Penninsula 
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Impact Craters Around the World 

 



Meteorite: 

• meteor that has hit the ground 

 

meteorite 

Allende Meeorite 

Murchison Meteorite 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2013/feb/15/meteor-shards-russia-explosion-video
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Practice Time  


